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SPEED-REDUCTION TRANSMISSION
BEARING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(a) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to transmission technology,
and more particularly to a speed-reduction transmission bear-
ing, which steadily supports the transmission mechanism and
achieves high reduction ratio transmission.

(b) Description of the Prior Art

An axle bearing is used to support a motor shaft in axial
direction as well as radial direction, maintaining the motor
shaft in a centralized position during rotation, enhancing the
slidability of the motor shaft and reducing its friction. How-
ever, a regular axle bearing does not provide other functions.
To enable an axle bearing to be used in a speed reduction
transmission mechanism, for example, for a motor to rotate a
transmission shaft in a speed-reduction manner, the aforesaid
conventional axle bearing cannot achieve a speed reduction
function. In this case, a speed-change mechanism (for
example, speed-change gearbox) has to be used and coupled
between the motor and the transmission shaft for reducing the
speed of the rotary power of the motor shaft of the motor by
means of multiple gears and then transferring the speed-
changed rotary power to the transmission shaft. The installa-
tion of the speed-change mechanism greatly increases the
size, making the system impractical for use in a precision
machine (such as robotic arm) or any other tools with a small
installation space.

Further, harmonic drives have been used in industrial
motion control, machine tool, robotics and many other fields
for gear reduction. Exemplars are seen in U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,625,582, 5,662,008, 7,552,664, 4,909,098, EP0514829,
etc. A harmonic drive apparatus includes a circular spline
having a number of internal teeth, a radially flexible cylindri-
cal flexspline having outer spline teeth engageable with the
internal teeth of the circular spline, and a wave generator
disposed within the flexspline in engagement with the flexs-
pline. The circular spline, the flexspline, and the wave gen-
erator are rotatable around a rotational axis. The number of
the external spline teeth of the flexspline is smaller than the
number of the internal spline teeth of the circular spline. The
wave generator has a cam section which generates a circum-
ferential wave of radial deflection of the flexspline for causing
the external spline teeth thereof to locally engage with the
internal spline teeth of the circular spline. The cam section has
elasticity in its radial direction sufficient for biasing the flex-
spline against the circular spline to absorb any play between
the flexspline and the circular spline. According to this prior
art design, the fabrication of the radially flexible cylindrical
flexspline is complicated. Further, radial deflection of the
flexspline cannot assure fully engagement between the exter-
nal spline teeth and the internal spline teeth. Further, the
harmonic drive apparatus has a large length in the axial direc-
tion, limiting its application to precision machines.

Further, US Pub. 20130081587 discloses a harmonic gear
drive, which includes a circular spline and a dynamic spline,
a flexspline disposed within the circular spline and the
dynamic spline, a wave generator assembly disposed within
the flexspline, and a rotational actuator connectable to the
wave generator. The wave generator assembly includes an
elliptical wave generator surrounded tightly with an inner
race having an inner race axial end, an outer race surrounded
tightly with the flexspline, a plurality of balls disposed
between the inner race and the outer race, and a ball cage
having an annular section disposed axial from the balls proxi-
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mal to the inner race axial end and a plurality of ball separa-
tors extending axially from the annular section such that
consecutive balls are separated by one of the ball separators.
According to this design, the circular spline and the dynamic
spline are arranged in a parallel manner and can be forced to
move apart in axial direction. To prevent relative displace-
ment between the circular spline and the dynamic spline, a
housing is needed to house the circular spline and the
dynamic spline. However, the use of the housing greatly
increases the dimension of the system and its manufacturing
cost.

Therefore, how to combine a speed-reduction mechanism
and an axle bearing into a compact and simple speed-reduc-
tion transmission bearing for use in a precision machine (such
as robotic arm) to provide support and to achieve speed-
reduction transmission is the focus of the technical features of
the present invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been accomplished under the
circumstances in view. It is one object of the present invention
to provide a speed-reduction transmission bearing, which
keeps inner teeth of two coupled outer races in mesh with
outer teeth of an inner race and uses a wave generator to drive
the inner race, achieving small size and compact structure
characteristics and providing speed reduction and axle bear-
ing functions.

To achieve this and other objects of the present invention, a
speed-reduction transmission bearing comprises a first outer
race, a second outer race, a plurality of first rolling elements,
an inner race and a wave generator. The first outer race com-
prises a first outer race wall, a first inner race wall, a second
inner race wall, a first annular roller groove extending around
the first inner race wall, and a plurality of first inner teeth
located at the second inner race wall. Further, the diameter of
the first inner race wall is larger than the diameter of the
second inner race wall. The second outer race is rotatably
mounted within the first inner race wall of the first outer race,
comprising a second outer race wall, a third inner race wall, a
second annular roller groove located at the second outer race
wall, and a plurality of second inner teeth located at the third
inner race wall. There is difference in tooth number between
the second inner teeth and the first inner teeth. The firstrolling
elements are arranged between the first annular roller groove
of'the first outer race and the second annular roller groove of
the second outer race. The inner race is rotatably mounted
within the first outer race and the second outer race, compris-
ing a third outer race wall, a fourth inner race wall and a
plurality of outer teeth located at the third outer race wall. The
wave generator is rotatably mounted within the inner race and
supported on the fourth inner race wall of the inner race to
force the outer teeth at at least one segment of the inner race
into engagement with the first inner teeth and the second inner
teeth.

The design of the speed-reduction transmission bearing
enables power to be transferred to the cam of the wave gen-
erator. During rotation of the cam of the wave generator, the
second or third rolling elements are rotating against the fourth
inner race wall of the inner race, forcing the outer teeth of the
inner race into engagement with the first inner teeth and the
second inner teeth. Subject to the difference in tooth number
between the first inner teeth and the second inner teeth, the
second outer race can be driven by the inner race to make
speed-reduction rotation after fixation of the first outer race,
achieving speed-reduction transmission and providing an
axle bearing function. More particularly, the first outer race
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and the second outer race are coupled together and the first
rolling elements can secure the first outer race and the second
outer race together, minimizing the axial width of the speed-
reduction transmission bearing the friction produced during
relative rotation between the first outer race and second outer
race, enhancing the structural stability and preventing sepa-
ration between the first outer race and the second outer race in
axial direction. Thus, the invention has the characteristics of
small size and compact structure without needing any addi-
tional outer shell.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a speed-reduction transmis-
sion bearing in accordance with a first embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded, sectional view of the speed-reduc-
tion transmission bearing in accordance with the first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a sectional assembly view of the speed-reduction
transmission bearing in accordance with the first embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a sectional side view of the speed-reduction
transmission bearing in accordance with the first embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic drawing illustrating the engagement
status between the outer teeth 43 at two opposing segments of
the inner race and the first and second inner teeth.

FIG. 6 corresponds to FIG. 4, illustrating an alternate form
of first rolling elements installed.

FIG. 7 is a schematic sectional view of the first embodi-
ment of the present invention, illustrating an alternate form of
wave generator installed.

FIG. 8 is a schematic side elevational view of the first
embodiment of the present invention, illustrating an alternate
form of wave generator installed.

FIG. 9 is a schematic view of the application of the speed-
reduction transmission bearing in accordance with the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a schematic drawing illustrating a speed-reduc-
tion operation of the speed-reduction transmission bearing in
accordance with the first embodiment of the present invention
.

FIG. 11 is a schematic drawing illustrating a speed-reduc-
tion operation of the speed-reduction transmission bearing in
accordance with the first embodiment of the present invention
ID.

FIG. 12 is a schematic sectional view of a speed-reduction
transmission bearing in accordance with a second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a schematic side view of the speed-reduction
transmission bearing in accordance with the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, a speed-reduction transmis-
sion bearing in accordance with a first embodiment of the
present invention is shown. The speed-reduction transmission
bearing of'this first embodiment comprises a first outer race 1,
a second outer race 2, a plurality of rolling elements 3, an
inner race 4, and a wave generator 5.

The first outer race 1 is an annular member defining a first
outer race wall 11 disposed at an outer side thereof, a first
inner race wall 12 and a second inner race wall 13 disposed at
an inner side thereof opposite to the first outer race wall 11.
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The diameter of the first inner race wall 12 is larger than the
diameter of the second inner race wall 13 so that a stepped
inside wall is defined within the first outer race 1. The first
outer race 1 further comprises a first annular roller groove 14
located at the first inner race wall 12, a plurality of first inner
teeth 15 located at the second inner race wall 13, and connec-
tion means 16, for example, screw holes 161 equiangularly
spaced around an end edge of the second inner race wall 13 for
connection to an external transmission shaft or other device.

The second outer race 2 is an annular member rotatably
mounted within the first inner race wall 12 of the first outer
race 1 (see FIGS. 3 and 4) to minimize the axial width of the
speed-reduction transmission bearing. The second outer race
2 comprises a second outer race wall 21 disposed at an outer
side thereof, a third inner race wall 22 disposed at an inner
side thereof opposite to the second outer race wall 21, a
second annular roller groove 23 located at the second outer
race wall 21, a plurality of second inner teeth 24 located at the
third inner race wall 22, and connection means 25, for
example, screw holes 251 equiangularly spaced around one
end edge of the third inner race wall 22 for connection to an
external transmission shaft or other device. Further, there is a
difference between the tooth number of the second inner teeth
24 and the tooth number of the first inner teeth 15. For
example, in this embodiment, the number of the second inner
teeth 24 is 60, the number of the first inner teeth 15 is 62, and
the tooth number difference between the second inner teeth
24 and the first inner teeth 15 is 2. This tooth number differ-
ence can be changed during fabrication according to the speed
reduction ration required.

The first rolling elements 3 are arranged between the first
annular roller groove 14 and the second annular roller groove
23 (see FIG. 4) to work as connection and position-limiting
means between the first outer race 1 and the second outer race
2, preventing the first outer race 1 and the second outer race 2
from axial displacement relative to each other and reducing
friction therebetween during rotation.

The inner race 4 is an elastically deformable metal ring
rotatably mounted within the first outer race 1 and the second
outer race 2 (see FIGS. 3 and 4), having a width approxi-
mately equal to the combined width of the first inner teeth 15
and the second inner teeth 24. The inner race 4 comprises a
third outer race wall 41, a fourth inner race wall 42 opposite
to the third outer race wall 41, and a plurality of outer teeth 43
located at the third outer race wall 41. The number of the outer
teeth 43 is equal to the number of the second inner teeth 24 in
this first embodiment.

The wave generator 5 is rotatably mounted within the inner
race 4 (see FIG. 4). In this first embodiment, the wave gen-
erator 5 is supported inside the fourth inner race wall 42 of the
inner race 4 to force the outer teeth 43 at two opposing
segments 44 of the inner race 4 into engagement with the first
inner teeth 15 and the second inner teeth 24 (see FIG. 5).
Thus, during continuous rotation of the wave generator 5, the
revolving speed of the second outer race 2 is relatively
reduced.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4 again, the first rolling elements
3 can be needle rollers 31 or rolling balls. If needle rollers 31
are used for the first rolling elements 3, the first annular roller
groove 14 and the second annular roller groove 23 must be
configured to provide a V-shaped cross section. In this case,
the needle rollers 31 are arranged between the first annular
roller groove 14 and the second annular roller groove 23 in a
90° staggered manner (see FIG. 3), therefore preventing rela-
tive axial displacement between the first outer race 1 and the
second outer race 2, enhancing coupling stability between the
first outer race 1 and the second outer race 2, providing
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support in both radial and axial directions, and reducing fric-
tion between the first outer race 1 and the second outer race 2.

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 4 again, the wave generator 5
preferably comprises a cam 51 and a plurality of second
rolling elements 52. The cam 51 is a quasi-elliptical cam
defining a major axis, a minor axis, and a peripheral cam wall
511. The second rolling elements 52 are preferably arranged
in one or two rows around the cam wall 511 and stopped
against the fourth inner race wall 42 of the inner race 4. Thus,
during rotation of the cam 51, the second rolling elements 52
are forced to rotate synchronously, as shown in FIG. 5, forc-
ing the outer teeth 43 at two opposing segments 44 of the inner
race 4 into engagement with the first inner teeth 15 and the
second inner teeth 24.

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 4 again, the wave generator 5
further comprises a retaining ring 53 having a plurality of
positioning portions 531 at two opposite lateral sides thereof.
The retaining ring 53 is mounted around the cam wall 511 of
the cam 51, enabling the second rolling elements 52 to be
respectively set between each two adjacent positioning por-
tions 531 at each of the two opposite lateral sides of the
retaining ring 53 and supported on the cam wall 511. Further,
the second rolling elements 52 can be needle rollers 521 or
rolling balls 522 (see FIG. 6).

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, in the aforesaid first embodi-
ment of the present invention, the wave generator 5 can be
alternatively made, comprising a cam 51 and a plurality of
third rolling elements 54, wherein the cam 51 is a quasi-
elliptical cam with a major axis and a minor axis, comprising
a plurality of axially extending pivot axles 512; the third
rolling elements 54 are bearings 541, for example, ball bear-
ings or needle roller bearings respectively mounted around
the pivot axles 512 and stopped against the fourth inner race
wall 42 of the inner race 4. Thus, this alternate form of wave
generator 5 can achieve the same effects to force the outer
teeth 43 at two opposing segments 44 of the inner race 4 into
engagement with the first inner teeth 15 and the second inner
teeth 24.

Referring to FIG. 9, during application of the present
invention, the cam 51 of the wave generator 5 is coupled to a
motor shaft 101 of a motor 10 and the screw holes 161 of the
connection means 16 of the first outer race 1 are fastened to a
flanged end part or any other locating member of the motor
10, enabling the first outer race 1 to work as an immovable
fixed end. Thereatfter, the screw holes 251 of the connection
means 25 of the second outer race 2 are fastened to a trans-
mission shaft 20 (output shaft) or other transmission device,
enabling the second outer race 2 to work as a power-output
rotating end. Referring also to FIGS. 10 and 11, when the cam
51 of the wave generator 5 is driven to rotate by the motor 10,
the major axis 513 ofthe cam 51 keeps rotating and squeezing
the inner race 4, continuously changing the locations of the
two opposing segments 44 of the inner race 4 and reducing the
revolving speed of the second outer race 2. Due to the tooth
difference between the first inner teeth 15 and the second
inner teeth 24, the second outer race 2 is rotated through one
pitch per every single run of the rotation of the cam 51,
achieving a high reduction ratio.

Referring to FIG. 12, a speed-reduction transmission bear-
ing in accordance with a second embodiment of the present
invention is shown. This second embodiment is substantially
similar to the aforesaid first embodiment with the exception
that the inner race 4 is a rigid metal ring rotatably mounted
within the first outer race 1 and the second outer race 2; the
wave generator 5 comprises a cam 51' and a plurality of third
rolling elements 54, wherein the can 51' is an eccentric cir-
cular wheel; the third rolling elements 54 are rolling balls
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arranged between the cam wall of the cam 51' and the inner
race 4. As illustrated in FIG. 13, during rotation of the cam 51'
of the wave generator 5, the third rolling elements 54 are
stopped against the inner race 4, forcing the outer teeth 43 at
one segment 44 into engagement with the first inner teeth 15
and the second inner teeth 24. Thus, due to the tooth differ-
ence between the first inner teeth 15 and the second inner
teeth 24, the second outer race 2 is rotated through one pitch
per every single run of the rotation of the cam 51', achieving
a high reduction ratio.

Although a particular embodiment of the invention has
been described in detail for purposes of illustration, various
modifications and enhancements may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Accord-
ingly, the invention is not to be limited except as by the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A speed-reduction transmission bearing, comprising:

a first outer race comprising a first outer race wall, a first
inner race wall, a second inner race wall, a first annular
roller groove extending around said first inner race wall,
and a plurality of first inner teeth located at said second
inner race wall, the diameter of said first inner race wall
being larger than the diameter of said second inner race
wall;

a second outer race rotatably mounted within said first
inner race wall of said first outer race, said second outer
race comprising a second outer race wall, a third inner
race wall, a second annular roller groove located at said
second outer race wall, and a plurality of second inner
teeth located at said third inner race wall, said second
inner teeth and said first inner teeth defining a tooth
number difference;

a plurality of first rolling elements arranged between said
first annular roller groove of said first outer race and said
second annular roller groove of said second outer race;

an inner race rotatably mounted within said first outer race
and said second outer race, said inner race comprising a
third outer race wall, a fourth inner race wall and a
plurality of outer teeth located at said third outer race
wall; and

a wave generator rotatably mounted within said inner race
and supported on said fourth inner race wall of said inner
race to force the outer teeth at at least one segment of said
inner race into engagement with said first inner teeth and
said second inner teeth, wherein

said wave generator comprises a cam and a plurality of
third rolling elements, said cam comprising a plurality of
pivot axles at the periphery thereof, said third rolling
elements being respectively mounted around said pivot
axles and stopped against said fourth inner race wall of
said inner race.

2. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in
claim 1, wherein said inner race is an elastically deformable
metal ring; said wave generator is configured to squeeze the
outer teeth at two opposing segments of said inner race into
engagement with said first inner teeth and said second inner
teeth.

3. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in
claim 1, wherein said inner race is a rigid metal ring; said
wave generator is configured to squeeze the outer teeth of one
segment of said inner race into engagement with said first
inner teeth and said second inner teeth.

4. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in
claim 1, wherein said first rolling elements are selected from
the group of needle rollers and rolling balls.
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5. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in

claim 1, wherein said third rolling elements are axle bearings.

6. A speed-reduction transmission bearing, comprising:

a first outer race comprising a first outer race wall, a first
inner race wall, a second inner race wall, a first annular
roller groove extending around said first inner race wall,
and a plurality of first inner teeth located at said second
inner race wall, the diameter of said first inner race wall
being larger than the diameter of said second inner race
wall;

a second outer race rotatably mounted within said first
inner race wall of said first outer race, said second outer
race comprising a second outer race wall, a third inner
race wall, a second annular roller groove located at said
second outer race wall, and a plurality of second inner
teeth located at said third inner race wall, said second
inner teeth and said first inner teeth defining a tooth
number difference;

a plurality of first rolling elements arranged between said
first annular roller groove of said first outer race and said
second annular roller groove of said second outer race;

an inner race rotatably mounted within said first outer race
and said second outer race, said inner race comprising a
third outer race wall, a fourth inner race wall and a
plurality of outer teeth located at said third outer race
wall; and
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a wave generator rotatably mounted within said inner race
and supported on said fourth inner race wall of said inner
race to force the outer teeth at at least one segment of said
inner race into engagement with said first inner teeth and
said second inner teeth, wherein

said inner race is a rigid metal bracelet-like ring; said wave
generator is configured to squeeze the outer teeth of one
segment of said inner race into engagement with said
first inner teeth and said second inner teeth.

7. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in
claim 6, wherein said first rolling elements are selected from
the group of needle rollers and rolling balls.

8. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in
claim 6, wherein said wave generator comprises a cam and a
plurality of second rolling elements, said cam comprising a
peripheral cam wall, said second rolling elements being
arranged on said cam wall and stopped against said fourth
inner race wall of said inner race.

9. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed in
claim 8, wherein said wave generator further comprises a
retaining ring mounted around said cam wall of said cam to
hold said second rolling elements on said cam wall.

10. The speed-reduction transmission bearing as claimed
in claim 9, wherein said second rolling elements are needle
rollers or rolling balls.
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